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The Discourse of the Horse’s Image in
Li Ho's Poems

Ming-Hui Hsieh”®

Abstract

Li Ho was the most extraordinary poet of the Middle-Tang Dynasty. He was,
so to speak, the outstanding one among many poets. Regretfully, his life was too
short. 23 Poems about Horses, one of the poems he left, could reflect his
personal and political situations. Ching’s Wang Chi {Li Chang Chi’s explanation
for songs and poems) said: “ 23 Poems about Horses expresses the author’s
intentions through various topics. Each of them is either beautiful, or ironic, or
sad, or concise The materials for expression are from what could be seen and
heard at that time. When it comes to horses, the ideas are not concerned with
them.” What on earth are the so-called “intentions trough various topics”? This
is what [ want to study and research into in this paper.

I scramble the original set of the poems' structure,trying to find out the
connection between the set of the poems and Li Ho’s course of life. When
analyzing the meaning of 23 Poems about Horses, We find that the set of poems
could be divided into three parts: the lofty sentiments with talented pride and
self-reliance; the chant for exhaustibility and frustration; the sigh about personal
success. On the other hand, they reflect the course of life in the following order:
the talent’s pride—> the talent’s neglect> Mean person’s hindrance. The change
of his spirit is like this: happiness—> sadness—> miserable sadness. The sadder he

is, the more resentful he feels.

Key words: Li Ho, Middle-Tang, 23 Poems about Horses

* Instructor, Center of General Education, Chang Jung Christian University.
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